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13:35~14:35 EC=:E;E Adam R. NelsonE (University of Wisconsin Madison)
“Nationalism [Internationalism and the Origins of the American University. ”
Conventional interpretations of the emergence of the American research
university stress the United States' appropriation of German models after the
Civil War. Professor Nelson's lecture will revisit this interpretation by looking
back to the early American republic (1780-1840) and placing the organization of
scholarship in an international context. Drawing examples from the fields of
natural history, he asks: in a period when many saw new scientific institutions
as the key toU.S. competitiveness in a global knowledge economy, how did Americans
build new scholarly institutions to balance a professed ideal of "enlightened
cosmopolitanism" with an equally powerful sense of "service to the national
state"?
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